Heartland Executive Committee

Thursday, June 9, 2005

Teleconference – 1:30pm – 2:30pm
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NE Representation
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Fred Schaefer, PhD

Lab, Co-Chair
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Theresa Steckel, RN, BSN
Clinical Services, Co-Chair



theresals@health.ok.gov 
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Julie Swanson


Public Policy Chair




j_swanson@earthlink.net 
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Parent Representation 
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Lori Williamson, MS, CGC

Heartland, Co-PI




Lori-Williamson@ouhsc.edu
Carol Beck



Admin Secretary (to record minutes)


Carol-Beck@ouhsc.edu
Guests:

Kayla Tinker



South Dakota Dept of Health



Kayla.tinker@state.sd.us 
Jill Shuger



Rockville





JShuger@HRSA.gov 

	Agenda Item
	Discussion/Conclusion
	Recommendation/Action

Follow-up

	1. Pilot Project Program
	( Technical contracts for grants are being written now.

( Permission is/will be requested to have the abstracts posted on a website; if there is a website to be done.

( Shuger sent the abstracts to Benkendorf at NCC.

( Mulvihill would like to improve the RFA for the next round of small grant applications & to require a letter of intent submitted. 

( Mulvihill suggested having a mid November ’05 deadline for submission; with an effective date of 1/1/06.
	Williamson/ORA to obtain permission from Pilot Project Program.

	2. Teratogen Project

(not on agenda)
	( Mulvihill received a call from OTIS in San Diego. They are worried about the level of funding of teratogen services and want to bring more attention to the subject.

( Shuger stated that teratogen funding has not been a federal priority, but that HRSA will pay attention to regions if they make it a priority.
	Per teleconference call on 7/14 of the committee: correction to the minutes: a Teratogen project was rejected by an outside firm, not HRSA

	3. Communications from NCC
	( E-mail was sent twice to the entire Advisory Council calling for nominations to serve on NCC workgroups. Please think about this to see if you or someone you know might want to serve. The person does not need to be on the Heartland Advisory Council. 

( Williamson will be working on a Heartland calendar of events for the NCC. NCC is developing a website/list serve to post this type of info. 
	Sign up for a committee!

Send Williamson dates for Heartland events.

	4. Communications
	( Williamson needs direction from the Executive Committee, re: need for website and/or list serve. Jackson stated that the NCC website link for the Heartland Region directs the user to OUHSC. F. Schaefer likes the idea of a common way to educate/communicate about the regions labs.

( Williamson asked how most people are most likely to read information; 1) e-mail, 2) e-mail w/attachment w/briefly stated what is in the attachment or 3) website for updates. Mulvihill opined that the clear choice is a website. Williamson stated that Arkansas may facilitate the upkeep on a website. 

( Mulvihill stated that OU has summer students available that might be able to work on the directory. Most that spoke up liked the idea of having a printed version. 

( Williamson stated when she wrote the original budget, she planned dollars for teleconferencing equipment. Discussion concluded with NCC has a teleconference scheduled for 7/12, 1-2:30 – see e-mail sent earlier today for specific information. 

The next Heartland Advisory Council meeting is tentatively scheduled for October 10th, 2005 in Kansas City, MO. Butler will check on some logistical information before final plans are discussed.
	Mulvihill: be sure OUHSC web site says something now!

Williamson to get consent to publish.

The next Heartland Executive Committee teleconference meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 7/14/05 at 1:30-2:30pm (CST), ph#: 888-422-7128, participant code: 818577

	5. Heartland Regional Genetics Plan
	( Mulvihill announced that Pam King with the Oklahoma State Health Department would coordinate this project.
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