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This authoritative reference provides expert discussions of the development, classification, diagnosis, and treatment 
of developmental disabilities-emphasizing research advances in genetics, molecular and cytogenetic testing, and 
molecular biological technologies for an improved understanding of the causes and factors that may contribute to 
these disorders.  
Describing advances and emerging research pathways resulting from the Human Genome Project, this guide  

• studies the application of medical genetics in the clinical setting with representative figures and illustrations  
• contains demonstrations of molecular techniques currently utilized in modern laboratories  
• covers models for the study of developmental disabilities-featuring in-depth sections on transgenic animal 

models, genomic imprinting, Rett syndrome, fragile X syndrome, FRAXE, and others  
• provides an historical overview of Down syndrome, as well as genetic data, prenatal screening procedures, 

and summaries of established healthcare approaches and the developmental/educational needs of individuals 
with this condition  

• includes descriptions of the significant clinical features, personality issues, and the natural history of specific 
numerical and structural sex chromosome disorders and microdeletion syndromes  

• offers historical overviews, treatment plans, and counseling and medical management approaches for 
children with ADHD and global developmental delays  
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