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Objectives

01

02

To Understand Marshallese Life, Culture, and Heritage

To Review NBS and EHDI in the Marshallese Population

03 And More!
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Innovation



Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI)

• Estimated current population – 74,539 (CIA 
World Fact book)• Part of Micronesia • Main language: Marshallese• Large influence of English and Japanese• Challenges:• Education• Health (chronic diseases, cancer rates, 

TB, Hansen’s Disease, mumps, unknown 
generic disabilities)• Employment• Nuclear History• Climate Change

Who Are We?



Marshallese Flag Dance



Marshallese Communities in the United States
Marshallese in the AR – largest community outside of 
the RMI
Large communities in Iowa and Oklahoma, as well.



2016: 
A New Start



ACCESS

AWARENESS

QUALITY



AWARENESS
COMMUNITY: Women’s World Day of 
Prayer



QUALITY Provider “Tip Sheet” by Karli Blocker



AWARENESS
Newborn Screening Education



Newborn 
Screening 
Education



AWARENESS
Early Hearing Detection and Intervention



AWARENESS
First NBS Outreach in 
NWA
• 30 plus moms
• Only 1 mom 

remembered being 
called to follow up 
on her baby’s NBS 
test results

• Interviews/focus 
groups



QUALITY 1st Marshallese Interpreter 
Training in Medical Genetics





Covid-19 Enid Outreach
MEI, RMI Consulate, UAMS, & HRGN



Covid-19 Enid Drive thru Outreach
MEI, RMI Consulate, UAMS, & HRGN



ACCESS
Crescent Community Health 
Center

• Ann
• Dustin
• Irene



Warm Welcome from Iowa 
Crescent, Adna Betwel and Josolyn Gordon



Iowa-Child Health Specialty Clinic and 
Micronesian One Stop Center



AWARENESS
Dubuque, IA



AWARENESS
Ottumwa, IA



Traditional lunch 
in Ottumwa



ACCESS

● Community engagement (NBS talks) 
+ 

● Interviews of mothers of children with 
special health care needs 

= 
NEED IDENTIFIED

● NEED
Advocacy
Medical home

Advocacy Training in DBQ!



AWARENESS/ACCESS
NBS/health screening in Enid with Dr. Hays!



QUALITY
2nd Marshallese Interpreter Training in Genetics and Special Health 

Care Needs



Yaaayy!!



Genetics Glossary in the making!



Term Marshallese Term or equivalent 

abnormal (adj) Ejabikbik, ejab emman, enana

abortion (n) Man lojem, E Mij lojem, 

ACMG 59 (n) Lajrak in kuj kein ilo enbwinin juon armij im emoj loi ke rej kuj ko im naӣinmij ko einwot cancer im menono 
ekkã aer walok ibben juon bamle ak naӣinmij inmij  bodraӣ. 

adaptive skills (n) Kabeel ak kilen mour ko ewor ibbam ak ko kwoj ekatak non am moron in mour im aineman im jokane ilo 
juon jukjuk in bed.  Kabeel im jela kulen lale iok make

adoption (n) kokajiriri

American College of Medical 
Genetics and Genomics 
(ACMG) (n)

Jikin jikuul eo ilo America im ej komani ekatak ko kin nememe in enbwin juon armij, ej komani katakin ko 
im lelok support ko ikijien naninmij  ko rej jelet armij 

amniocentesis (n) Ne takto ej driboj lojen juon ri bororo kin nittol non an bok jidrik dren jen jikin ningning eo , dren ne lowan 
jã ne non kabbok naňinmij ak utame

amniotic fluid (n) Dren  ne ninnin (ningning) ej ebebe ie ilowan lojen jinen

anencephaly (n) Jabikbik an eddek boran ak komelij eo an juon niῆniῆ (ningning) ilo ien eo ej eddek lojen jinen  Ekke aer 
mij mokta jen aer lotak ak jet raan elkin aer lotak

benign (adj) Rejab elolo kuj in cancer ilo kakolkol ko, ejelok cancer

Interpreting for Pediatric Genetics
Bilingual Glossary of Pediatric, Prenatal and Cancer Genetics Terms
English – Marshallese
April 14, 2022
(n) – noun (v) – verb (adj) – adjective (adv) -- adverb



AWARENESS/ACCESS
Pocahontas

Heartland, Legal Aid, Family 
Support, MEI, Dr. Laura Hays



Pocahontas

Heartland, Legal Aid, Family 
Support, MEI, Dr. Laura Hays



AWARENESS/ACCESS 
Heartland, Legal Aid, Family Support, MEI, Dr. Laura Hays

DeQueen



QUALITY
3rd Marshallese Interpreter Training in Medical Genetics

Salem, OR



Marshallese interpreter training in medical 
genetics in Salem, OR



Salem, OR



AWARENESS/ACCESS 
Ottumwa



Ottumwa



AWARENESS/ACCESS 
Ottumwa



QUALITY
4th Marshallese Interpreter Training in Medical Genetics

Kona, HI



Kona, HI





In progress: Marshallese Videos 



AWARENESS

In progress……

• Marshallese 
caption and voice-
over of the 
genetics video 
series

• Individualized 
Health Plan – 
translated

• Care Notebook App
• Re-visit OK and IA
• Springfield, MO – 

NBS talk



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, and 
includes icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik

Kommol tatatata 
HRGN, we love you 
chromosomes and 
genes…God bless!!

Lynda A. Riklon
lariklon@uams.edu

https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
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